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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to provide a theoretical analysis of socia
constructivism in Cross-strait relations. It first explains the origin and development of
the theory with an introduction of the debates of rationalism vs. reflectivism in the
late 1980’s and rationalism vs. constructivism in the late 1990’s. It then describes the
process of how “One China” question moved from a rigid principle to a
fully-interpretive issue. Finally, it applies the theoretical assumption of constructivism
to “One China” question and explains the utilities and problems of the theory in terms
of contributing to our understanding of Cross-strait relations.

Keywords: constructivism, “One China” principle, Post-positivism, Cross-strait
relations, intersubjectivis
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