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A Rational Examination on the Selection of Local Government's
Social Governance Tools

— — Text Analysis Based on 180 Government Work Reports of 15 Provinces

(2006-2017)
Heng Xia Li Qiangbing
(School of Public Administration, Sichuan University, 610065)

Abstract:Whether the examination and selection to the local government social
governance tools is rational or not is directly related to the modernization of social
governance capacity. This paper takes a rational review of the concept of social
governance as a logical starting point, then a three dimension analysis framework
which include content, time, and space are constructed. Under this framework, we use
the textual analysis method to take the 180 government work reports as research
object to explore the types, historical evolution, and spatial distribution of local
government's rational choice of social governance tools from content, time and space
dimension. This research gets three results. Firstly, on the content dimension side, the
local government are equipped with four characteristics when they selected the social
governance tools, such as the overuse of management tools, the full use of service
tools, the lack of choice of collaborative tools and the lack of development of
autonomous tools. Besides this ,on this dimension, there is a structural deviations
existing in the procedure of tools selection. Secondly, the Continuity and stability as
well as the characteristics of trending towards good governance are attributes which
appears on selection action by local government when we probing from the time
dimension. Thirdly, on the spatial dimension, the social governance tools selection
taken by local government emerging on characteristics of consistency in the choice
structure, differences in strong preferences, and the east area has balance superiority
over the central and western. In order to further improve the performance of social
governance tools and promote the modernization of social governance, local
governments should rationally choose appropriate tools or actively optimize the
structure of social governance tools, so as to promote the high quality of co -
construction and co - governance and sharing of social governance pattern.
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