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Abstraction

The disputes of water issues between Taipei city and county on mass media such as “Sharing
drinking water from Feitsui Reservoir” and “Taipei city monopolizes water resource of Great
Taipei area” in recent years, reveal the long time tension of relationship and confrontation
between Taipei city and county governments. Among those disputing issues, main issues are
water resource alocation, water pricing, water rights and etc. Those issues must be resolved
by considering from the entire Tamsui River basin perspective. Due to the co-management
nature of Tamsui River from the two administrations, the coordinating efforts of the
watershed cooperative management lie across the different divisions such as central to local or
local to local governments. Therefore, the great Taipel watershed management issues are the
cross-regional management issues not only happened in the vertical subordinating relationship,
but aso the parallel, peer to peer one.

In this research, the relevant water resource management problems of Potomac River in
Maryland, USA are compared with those in Tamsui River. From geographical perspective,
Maryland and Virginia share the Potomac as a border as well as a source of municipal water
for their burgeoning suburbs in the Washington, D.C., area. Maryland. Such geographical
boundary relations make the water issues among intergovernmental coordination of US Federal,
Maryland, and Virginia states governments resemble the ones in Tamsui River among central
government of Taiwan, Taipei city, and Taipei County. The governments at different levels and
authorities’ look at each own interests only make it hard to solve the cross-regional issues. In the
US, the disputes of the Potomac River have lasted for more then two hundred years. Thus, by
examining the intergovernmental coordination for Potomac watershed cooperative
management among Federal, Maryland, and Virginia, we may learn from those existing
experiences. With the learning, we can build a suitable watershed cooperative management
model for our own and resolve the water conflicts of Great Taipei area through
intergovernmental coordination.

Key words : basin, Water Resource Management, Watershed Cooperative Management,
Water Rights, Intergovernmental Coordination, Cross-Regional Management
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