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Political elites, environmental protection groups and citizen participation:
Take the developmental policy of Augo swamp for example.
Chi-Jung Lu’
Abstract

In the tide of pluralism, the government should adopt stakeholders’ opinions
when making a policy. It should give citizens chances to participate and express
their opinions. However, due to the conflict of some political elites’ interests, the
government may sacrifice residents’ opinions.  Political elites will appropriate their
own benefit in the name of citizen participation. This study uses Case Study
Approach and Intensive Interviews Approach to survey how Taiwan government
makes the public policy by studying the Augo swamp development policy.

In the democratic countries, we expect to fulfill citizen participation. We
should adopt majority opinions to reduce resistance and to increase political feasibility.
However, in this example, people are controlled by people’s representatives. In the
situation of information asymmetry, residents become local factions’ puppets. This
case calls attention to decision makers to keep balance and to let citizen participation
begin to function.

Keywords : Augo swamp -~ citizen participation ~ pluralism ~ stakeholders

" Graduated school student, Department of Public Administration, National Chengchi University.
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